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SPIES, BALLOONS, AGENTS, CAMERAS AND SABOTAGE, 


Vhe Armenia plane incident:” 


Was the CIA involved? _ 


By Frank Bellamy 
(First of three articles} . 


N SEPT 2, 1958, a four-engine UB 

transport plane took off from Ada- 
na, Turkey,.on what was to have becn, 
the Air Force said, a three-legged flight 
north toward the Black Sea, east to Van. 
near the border of Soviet- Armenia, and 
thence back to. Adana. 


The next day the Associated. Press: re- * 


ported from Ada:a-that the unarmed C- . 
430 had. “disappeared” and that “an - 


‘intensive search Was underway” for the 


plane and the 17 men aboard. “Air Force 
officials so far did not suggest that the. 
plane might have strayed over the mores, 
border,” thé AP dispatch said. 


Four days after the “disappearance.” * . 


the State Dept. asked the Soviet govern- 


ment for information on the ‘where- 
. abouts of*the plane and the 17;.The Rus- | 


siang replied they had found a plane's 
wreckage 36 miles northwest of Yerevan, 
capital of Soviet Armenia. 
over six bodies, four of which were iden- 
tiffable as members of the C-130 crew, - 
but insisted they had no information on - 


: the 11 others. , 


Nothing further was heard of the in” ‘ 
1959, when Vice ~ 
President Nixon and Secy. Dulles told : 

visiting Soviet Deputy. Premier Mikoyan § 


_ they believed that Moscow, was: withhold- . 
-ing information on the i1- missing apie 
: men. Mikoyan denied it. : 


‘THE TAPE RECORDING: Then on Fed. 


6. with. Mikoyan back in Moscow, the 


’ State Dept. released a transcript of what 


"St sald was a tape recording of an in- 


_ tercepted ‘ 
“among four Soviet fighter pilots attack- 


-tinid-air radio conversation 
‘tng the transport plane five months, be- . 
fore. The State Dept. said it was proof - 
‘he Russians had shot down the plane. 
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BALLOON - ENVELOPE AND SUPER-SN OPER RIG SHOWN IN PEKING 


The Chinese say the equipment came ff a downed American sircrett.. 


plane in Soviet territory. did tt first ree 
port the plane had .’‘disappeared” and 
“an intensive search was underway"? 

‘@ Why, if i interecpled the Soviet 
pilets’ conversaticn re unable to rece 
ord a mess@ac from the American piane 
-—ither td its home Lase or to the Soviet 


-! Plates? * 


@ Why didn’t the State Dept. men- 
tio.. the tape recording to Mikoyan and 
invite hiin to Msten te it? Was the re« 
the <cctording-- us a few uews- 


tl-Sovet sentunent aud forestall British 
Pritne Minister Macmiillan's trip to hios- 
coy’ Whe Times. Hep, 7) satd: 
“There has been some speculation that 
the Crovernment’s action tn making pub- 


a1 ur 
ad 


he the transcript of the conversation of | 


the Soviet pulota was designed to stiffen 
U3 ind Western aititudes toward‘ Mos- 
ery Some conimentetors speculated that 
th move was aimed at halthig che ‘thaw’ 
tig professed to see In Fast-West 
thorns.” . 

AGZERNATIVES: Two possible alterna- 
tits: to the State Dent. version were sug- 
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“tally, and the 11 missing airmen had 
_ per ished without a trace in the explosion 
anc. flames. Such things do. happen. The 
very same day as the Armenia crash, for 
Inste nce, an American C-124 transport 
with 19 aboard fel} in the’ Pacific off 
fjuan: and an air-sea search team could 
find 1:0 survivors. 
_ The second, more provocative, possi- 
bility vas that the C-130, designed as’ 
4a para roop carrier, deliberately flew in- 
. to Sov et Armenia to Crop esplonage 
“no a Central Intelligence Agency 
‘ operatio.:. In his Feb. 16 Weekly, I. F. 
‘ Btone qsoted a Washington Star re- 
porter: 
“American officials scoffed as expected 
: at the ide» that a C-130 transport, un- 
Armed, siovt and unmaneuverable, would 
be - nt on a dangerous tnteilizence mis- 
gion. Others wonder. however, whether 
this kind of plane might not make 
aw good ‘cover’ particu'arly if «agents 
were to be dropped ” 


. SOME PRECEDENTS: Certamly  ther- 
were precerients for such p thrategy On: 


-example: ino November 1952. eo Air 
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posite dircction—nevet “was explained: 


satisfactorily, 

Two non-uniformed men captured by 
the Chinese, Richard Fecteau ‘and John 
T. Downey, were: tried, convicted and 
sentenced us spies: they were acctiwed of 
trying to drop supplies to, and mak: 


contact with, Chiang agents. A group of 


American youths, visiting. China after 
the 1957 Moscow Youth Festival, .inter- 
viewed Fecteau in prison and reported 
his Statement that he and Downey were 


. CIA agents. 


That the lushly- financed, super-secret 
CIA ts engaged In espionage and sabotage 
against the suciAlist world is haraly open 
to doubt any longer. Turkey, along with 
West Germany and Taiwah, is a favorite 
base for CIA espionage. Periodically CIA 
spies nre caught after sneaking intu Ar- 
menia. Sometimes they: confess. 


TASS REPORT: On Feb..15, nine days 
after the State Dept. released the tape 
recording. the Sovirt news agency Tres 
reported that several groups. of agents 


_ of the US. and ‘Turkish intelligence 


rervices had been captured after ‘crossing 


_ from Turkey. Said Tass: 


“The spike were selectetl and recruited 
by members of the Karakesen and Kars 


section, of the Tarkish Intellikence Serv- : 


‘ce . . . American Intelligence agents 
instructed -tie agents in methods of car- 
rying out subversive activities in the So- 


‘ yet Union, as well as in the handling: of 
. firearms |. 


. The American agents care- 
fully. examined them to find out whether 


they carried any trade marks of Amer-. 
-iean origin and sternly warned them 
that tn case of capture in the Sovtec 


Union they must not sdnmit the part 


‘ plaved by Americar in their training...” 


The U.S. 1s known to maintain mion(- 


airplanes and military fustallati dr. 
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espionage, whatever can be gleaned from 


- Soviet ‘defectors,’ and a wide range of 


other miscellaneous sources...” 
THE BALLOONS: One snooping gadget 


Ransom neglected to mention was the = 


balloon. U.S, balloon flights over Soviet 
territory reached a peak in early 1956. 
At that tine Western correspondents in . 
Moscow were shown 50-balloons the Rus- 
sians sald had been intercepted while on 
ferial reconnaissance missions for the 


US. Is was charged that air wrecks and — 


ground deaths were caused by exploding 
balloons. 


Although Washington avowed that ‘the 7 


balioons carried only weather-recording 
equipment, the correspondents noted ra- 
dios to control the balloons’ flight. The . 
Russians said. the radios enabled - the’ 
balicons to croas the entire breadth of the 
Soviet Union in seven to ten days and 
then release aerial cameras me, parachute 
into friendly hands. 


The aerial cameras wore to take pho- 
tographs of cloud formations, the U.S. 
said. The Russians said they also took: 
photographs of Russian topography. Ore 


’ captured balloon yieided very clear pice 


toring devices along the Armenian [ron- - 
ter to record the activities cf Russias. | 


tures of a 0.9, airfield in Turkey. 


THE DOUBTED WORD: Washington . 
ackniwledged that 500 of the gas-bags 
had been launched in Jess than a month - 
from fouuts in Western Europe and Ture 
key, denied the Soviet charges, but 
agreed to stop the flights. 

That it did net keep its word was at- - 
tested to—another. coincidence in time— 
Jast Sept. 3, one’ day after the Armenia 
plane crash, when Moscow complained 
anew of U.S. balloon invasions. Three - 
(ays later the “State Dept. confirmed - 
that the balloons probably were there. ; .” 
‘N.Y. Times, Sept. 7). : 

‘The Times‘ Hanson Baldwin wrote 
*2-13-56) that the most semoug after- 
inatar ef the 195@ balloon {incident was 


“the aeubt cast iowa the sord of the 
CS, goveriument. He said i.e Russians 
‘hac xome oretty hard eyidence . . to 
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